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dreamed of a Greater Servia, incorporating the two
snatched provinces with a port on the Adriatic. She
was riddled with secret anti-Austrian societies, and
propagandist work of the Black Hand was busy in cafes
in Belgrade, where excitable youths were kindled with
tales of patriot heroes, from Obelic the Servian, who on
June 28, 1389, had assassinated the Sultan Mourad, down
to the Bosnian Bhogdan Zherajitch, who four years ago
had unsuccessfully attempted to shoot the new Austrian
Governor of Bosnia-Herzegovina and had then killed
himself and was buried at Serajevo. In these cafes were
sung songs in honour of such heroes and laments for
enslaved Bosnia: ' O Bosnia, orphan before the gods,
hast thou no patriots in thy land to-day ? ' L Nor was
this Black Hand movement confined to the lower classes;
officers in the Servian army organised it, officials in
pseudo-Masonic associations worked for it and watched
for an opportunity for revenge on the brigand Power.
Early in 1914 it presented itself. The Press announced
that the heir to the Austrian throne, Archduke Francis
Ferdinand, would attend Austrian military manoeuvres in
Bosnia, and would afterwards, with his morganatic wife,
the Duchess of Hohenberg, pay an official visit to
Serajevo, the capital of Bosnia. The date was fixed for
June 28, a day sacred to the memory of the patriot
Obelic. The Black Hand decreed that on this com-
memorative day the Archduke should die.

Three youths, all under twenty, intoxicated with the
dream of becoming patriot heroes, were chosen for the
insane outrage. They were furnished with bombs and
pistols from the State Arsenal at Belgrade by a major in
the Servian Army, they were smuggled across the frontier

1 Yeats-Brown, Golden. Horn, p. 9^.